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Innovation is a word of the
21st century.
Both global corporations and local enterprises want 
to be innovative. Yet cities, regions and even coun-
tries also turn to innovation. Małopolska is among 
such regions. Here, innovations are perceived as 
a set of actions undertaken by people open to new 
ideas who, while striving to improve a company 
or community, implement solutions not applied 
before. Nowadays, innovation-based development 
is no longer an option but a necessity.

Małopolska has been opened to inno-
vation for more than a decade.
At that time we developed a document titled "Re-
gional Innovation Strategy". We pointed out that the 
rate of development of the region will be determined 
by the participation of innovative enterprises. To real-
ise such a vision, foundations are crucial. Małopols-
ka has them in the form of intellectual capital as well 
as active citizens full of entrepreneurial spirit.

The region has focused on
smart growth.
We have defi ned several areas through entrepreneurial 

discovery process  that determine Małopolska 
growth directions. We called these areas 

Małopolska smart specialisations.

This publication is to present 
Małopolska smart speciali-

sations in a transparent and 
friendly manner. Thanks to 

it, entrepreneurs will learn 
which industries can count 
on special development 
support, as well as what to 
do to receive it. This guide 
will show you the way.

"Innovation
              distinguishes
     a leader and a follower."
                               Steve Jobs



WELCOME
TO MAŁOPOLSKA
Małopolska is an exceptional land with strong 
identity, drawing inspiration from its heritage. It is 
attractive in every respect – as a place to live, work, 
and have fun. Undoubtedly, one of the most inter-
esting regions in Poland. Here are some proofs. We 
have the largest number of monuments in Poland, 
every year visited by 15 million tourists. Half of the 
region is under nature protection. And there is a lot 
to protect – Babia Góra and Tatra National Parks 
(UNESCO Biosphere Reserves) are unique places 
in the world, with unparalleled natural qualities. As 
many as 14 Małopolska sites have been includ-

ed in the UNESCO World Heritage list. In 2017, 
Krakow took the second position in Europe and the 
eighth in the world among the most attractive cities 
for international business services in the prestig-
ious Tholons Services Globalization City Index.

But there's something else. A unique investment 
climate. We say it out loud - Małopolska has been 
at the forefront of the national ratings of investment 
attractiveness for many years. Here, entrepreneurial 
aspirations can be successfully brought about.

What do the entrepreneurs expect?
 > Specifi c solutions   
 > Support from self-government
 > Support from business environment institutions

We provide it all. And even more: qualifi ed staff, 
economic security, a wide range of real estate. This 
support for entrepreneurship has been recognised. 
Małopolska was the fi rst in Poland to receive the 
title European Entrepreneurial Region 2016 awarded 
by the Committee of the Regions and the Europe-
an Commission.

1. We are one of the leading regions in Poland in 
terms of economic potential and investment 
attractiveness,

2. We have good transport accessibility and loca-
tion at the intersection of international transit 
routes,

3. The capital of Małopolska is the best European 
city to locate investments for the BPO&SSC* 
industry,

4. We support modern infrastructure for staff 
education and development of companies 

5. We have a well-developed scientifi c and R&D 
base,

6. We invest in human capital – we have a large 
number of graduates and a high percentage of 
people with higher education,

7. We have natural and geothermal resources.

           There are thousands
 of reasons for
          choosing  Małopolska.
                               Here are  7 key for entrepreneurs:

Małopolska is the only region 
from Central and Eastern Europe 
taking part in the Vanguard Initi-
ative aimed at industrial renewal 
thanks to the economic coop-
eration of the most innovative 
regions within the EU.

* BPO – Business Process Outsourcing – outsourcing of business processes  / SSC – Shared Service Center – a shared service center for the company, 
responsible for handling a number of its internal processes
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What should you know about 
Małopolska smart specialisations?

 > The process started in 2009
 > They determine strategic directions of the 

region's development
 > They employ the unique resources of the region 

combining various industries
 > They make the greatest contribution to the 

region's GDP and create most of the jobs
 > They allow enterprises to access additional 

sources of fi nancing
 > Any economic entity –  both newly established 

and well-known incumbents of the market can 
enter the area of smart specialisations

Within a specialisation, we accumulate funds for re-
search and innovation.  A half of the funds from the 
Regional Operational Programme for the Małopol-
ska Region 2014-2020 have been allocated for the 
support of the smart specialisations (nearly PLN 1.5 
billion). That's a lot of money!

Find a link to
your sector and

apply for funding

WELCOME TO THE 
LAND OF SMART 
SPECIALISATIONS

Małopolska smart specialisations  determine direc-
tions of the region's development. They support the 
collaboration of science and business which opens 
door for innovation.

Why were smart specialisations
created?
We picked Małopolska specialisations to support 
areas with the greatest growth potential in the 
region. We have conducted extensive consulting and 
research work with representatives of various insti-
tutions and environments, including the business, 
science and business environment sectors, to select 
the areas of specialisation. We chose those, which 
will strengthen the competitiveness of Małopolska 
both in the national and international arena.

1 region, 7 specialisations. Małopolska has 
focused on smart development and is imple-
menting it in a consistent way. As a result, 
Małopolska has become one of the most inno-
vative regions in the country.

7 Smart Specialisations:
1. Life Science
2. Sustainable Energy
3. Information and Communication Technologies
4. Chemistry
5. Production of Metals, Metal Products and 

Non-metallic Mineral Products
6. Electrical Engineering and Machinery Industry
7. Creative and Leisure Industries
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LIFE
SCIENCE

Life science is one of the most 
dynamically developing industry 
in the world. This is no different 
in Małopolska. Life Science is an 
interdisciplinary specialisation 
combining medical, biological and 
biochemical sciences. Here, inno-
vations are created every day.

Life science is a very broad concept. Therefore, 
it was divided into two groups. The first one is 
health and quality of life. It consists of products 
and technologies used in the prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment and rehabilitation of diseases of both hu-
mans and animals. The other group encompasses  
bioeconomy and its intermediates as well as prod-
ucts used for the production of pharmaceuticals, 
cosmetics, food, materials and energy. Innovation 
costs money. That's why high expenses on R&D of 
Małopolska companies can be observed. These 
expenses increase year by year. Life science has 
a significant share in the education profile of future 
staff (in Małopolska there is a large percentage of 
students in the fields of biology, agriculture and 
environmental protection).

Another condition for success in the develop-
ment of specialisation is close collaboration 
of various environments. Knowledge transfer 
from university laboratories to enterprises is 
necessary. There is a suitable climate for this 
in Małopolska. A large number of business 
environment institutions direct their offer to 
companies from the life science sector. The 
largest of these institutions are Klaster LifeS-
cience Krakow, MedCluster and the Jagiellon-
ian Innovation Center. 

The Małopolska Center of Biotechnology sup-
ports cooperation between science and business 
and conducts scientific research. The research and 
development institutions also include the Jerzy 
Haber Institute of Catalysis and Surface Chemis-
try Polish Academy of Sciences, the Institute of 
Pharmacology Polish Academy of Sciences and 
the National Research Institute of Animal 
Production.
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"Choosing the area of Life Science as 
one of seven smart specialisations 
is an important declaration when it 
comes to the potential and future 
of the region. I strongly believe that 
Małopolska has an aptitude to be-
come one of the main centres of  life 
science, not only at the national level, 
but throughout Central and Eastern 
Europe. It is a good sign that our econ-
omy is in line with the latest global 
trends – biotechnology and pharmacy 
are industries of growing importance 
in both Poland and Małopolska. In the 
global context, we are at the start of 
a long road, but we believe that invest-
ments will allow us to quickly join the 
world league."

Paweł Przewięźlikowski
Co-founder and President

of the Mangement Board of Selvita S.A.

Examples of applications:
telemedicine, telecare, manufacture of
medicines, production of healthy food, modern
methods of plant protection, processes related
to circular economy.

Selected Małopolska companies
in the area life science:
Aspel SA, Farmina Sp. z o.o., Selvita SA, Silvermedia Sp.
z o.o., Teva Operations Poland Sp. z o.o., BioCentrum Sp.
z o.o., Bielenda Kosmetyki Naturalne Sp. z o.o. SK, KZZ 
Herbapol w Krakowie SA, Intermag Sp. z o.o., Farmona 
Natural Cosmetics Laboratory

Małopolska is perceived 
as a region with a very 
large potential for develo-
ping Life Science techno-
logies.
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SUSTAINABLE 
ENERGY

Energy consumption is growing very 
fast. That is the reason why the world 
is moving towards a sustainable energy 
system, reduction of carbon dioxide and 
fossil fuels emissions, development of 
renewable energy sources. It is also 
a direction that Małopolska takes.

The global share of renewable energy sources in 
the production of electricity is approx. 23%, includ-
ing hydro, solar, wind, photovoltaic energy, biomass 
and biofuels. Poland generates more than 13.5% 
of energy from renewable sources nowadays. 
According to the EU directive, by 2020 the share of 
renewable energy cannot be lower than 15%. There 
is little time left. Today, every modern region strives 
to operate on the basis of sustainable energy. 
Małopolska is very much in it. 

What are our actions in this area? We increase the 
use of renewable energy sources, we enhance the 
energy efficiency of Małopolska companies, we 
also reduce emissions and introduce low-emission 
urban transport. Sustainable energy, as a smart 
specialisation covers the development of power 
industry and energy use. It focuses on clean energy 
technologies, energy efficiency and prosumer 
energy.

The region already has a high potential for 
research on energy technologies. The AGH Uni-
versity of Science and Technology in Krakow 
coordinates one of the 6 Nodes (CC Poland-
Plus) that form the international Knowledge 
and Innovation Community (KIC InnoEnergy). 
The Community budget is approx. EUR 100-150 
million per year. It comprises of the best Europe-
an universities and research institutes working on 
innovations in the area of energy.

The leading research institutions in the region are 
the Center for Sustainable Development and 
Energy Efficiency AGH in Miękinia, the Mineral 
and Energy Economy Research Institute Polish 
Academy of Sciences and the Małopolska Center 
for Energy Efficient Building. "Zielone Podhale" 
Cluster and Sustainable Infrastructure Cluster 
can be found among the business environment 
institutions working within this sector.
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"Małopolska is a leading region in 
terms of business systems for appli-
cations assessment. As part of the 
cooperation, we use the knowledge 
and experience in the evaluation of 
projects applying for InnoEnergy pro-
grammes. The sustainable energy area 
is one of the region's smart specialisa-
tions. A so-called »panel of experts« 
appointed in Małopolska aims to 
reduce investment risk, increase the 
probability of achieving market suc-
cess of supported initiatives by using 
tools applied successfully for many 
years."

Jakub Miler
President of the Board

of InnoEnergy Central Europe

Examples of applications: 
modern and renewable methods of obtaining and 
processing energy and its storage, biofuels, smart 
buildings, transport and energy systems, improvement 
of energy effi ciency of buildings.

Selected Małopolska companies in the 
area of sustainable energy:
PGE Paliwa Sp. z o.o., PGE Energia Ciepła S.A.,
InnoEnergy Central Europe Sp. z o.o., MPEC Kraków 
S.A., Miejskie Przedsiębiorstwo Wodociągów 
i Kanalizacji S.A. w Krakowie, Savona Project 
Sp. z o.o., Frapol Sp. z o.o., DLJM System 
Sp. z o.o., Protech Sp. z o.o.

Małopolska invests heav-
ily in renewable energy 
sources – it has allocat-
ed almost PLN 85 million 
as part of the Regional 
Operational Programme 
for the Małopolska Re-
gion 2014-2020  to sup-
port renewable energy 
sources.
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INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATION 
TECHNOLOGIES

Although communication has always accom-
panied people, the development of technol-
ogy has made it much easier. Nowadays, we 
are an information society. It is difficult to 
find an area of life in which information and 
communication technologies are not used. 

The information resources are constantly growing 
and, at the same time, they are more and more dis-
persed. In order to use the collected data efficiently 
and quickly we need technology. This is where the 
ICT industry comes in. ICT encompasses all activ-
ities related to the production of communication 
and IT devices as well as the associated services.

What is the relationship between this industry and 
the information society? It is the information socie-
ty where information processing using ICT creates 
a significant economic, social and cultural value. 
ICT fosters the diffusion of information and knowl-
edge, and what is more geographical boundaries do 
not prevent the flow of information.

Małopolska is a region with a high concentration 
of ICT companies. It is the second region in 
Poland with the highest employment rate in this 
industry. Enterprises operating within this spe-
cialisation devote high expenditures on R&D.

The ICT companies are supported  by several 
business environment institutions: Krakow 
Technology Park, Center for Intelligent Infor-
mation Systems (it is a platform for coopera-

tion between the science and the business world 
including  local government institutions; it imple-
ments innovative solutions in enterprises) and the 
Academic Computer Centre CYFRONET AGH (one 
of the largest supercomputing and network centres 
in Poland; it has the most powerful computers in 
Poland).
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"From the beginning, we have been 
strongly connected with Małopolska, 
the company was founded in Krakow 
and it is the centre of Comarch's activi-
ty. The greatest advantage of Małopol-
ska is the availability of highly quali-
fi ed specialists, as well as good and 
close cooperation with universities. 
Over the last 25 years Comarch has 
developed from a company that occu-
pied several rooms at the university to 
a »Silicon Valley near Wawel – Royal 
Castle in Kraków«. It is the combi-
nation of intellectual potential of the 
graduates of Małopolska universities 
and support for local institutions that 
have made the high-tech industry grow 
so dynamiclly in Małopolska."

Konrad Tarański
Vice President of the Board of Comarch S.A.

Examples of applications:
apps/platforms including those concerning 
health, air pollution, education, satellite data/
navigation, e-health, e-hospital, e-government, 
Internet of Things, 3D printing, information 
management, data analysis.

Selected Małopolska companies 
in the area of communication and 
information technologies:
Comarch S.A., AdRem Software Sp. z o.o.,
Ericpol Sp. z o.o. Oddział w Krakowie, Mo-
bile Experts Sp. z o.o., Motorola Solutions 
Systems Polska Sp. z o.o., Softhis Sp. z o.o., 
ASTOR  Sp. z o.o., Cisco Global Support Cen-
ter, Estimote Polska Sp z o.o., brainly.pl
Sp. z o.o., ZETO S.A.

The  most powerful Po-
lish supercomputer called 
Prometheus is located in 
Małopolska. In the last 
TOP500 ranking of the 
best supercomputers 
in the world (November 
2017) it took 77th place.
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CHEMISTRY

The chemical industry is a key 
sector of the Polish economy. It 
is a large part of Polish export. 
Its products are used in almost all 
sectors of the market. The chem-
ical industry is also strategic in 
Małopolska.

The Polish Chamber of Chemical Industry defines 
fostering innovation as one of the greatest challeng-
es for the chemical industry. Innovation is the only 
way for further growth of the European chemical 
industry on the global market. The chemical indus-
try will undergo many significant changes while 
the market will force the development of modern 
production technologies and new materials. 

The Małopolska specialisation includes particularly 
programmes aimed at implementing new
chemical compounds, materials and technologies 
as well as solutions in the field of chemical engi-
neering. The industry in the region can be charac-
terized by high work efficiency. New enterprises 
are still being created. The large-scale of export of 
chemical products manufactured in the region (in 
2016, the value of exports stood at EUR 1.3 billion) 
is definitely worth noticing.

If we look at the map, we will find out that the 
largest companies are located in Tarnów, 
Oświęcim, Alwernia and Skawina. The plants 
situated in those localities are not only manu-
facturers of products of strategic importance, 
but also significant employers.

Among the business environment institutions 
offering services directly to entities in the field 
of chemistry we should mention the Tarnow 
Industrial Cluster J.S.C. and the Scientific and 

Technical Association of Engineers and Tech-
nicians of Oil and Gas Industry. In addition, the 
Małopolska chemical industry is supported by R&D 
units, including: Faculty of Chemistry of the Jagiel-
lonian University (the university authorities plan to 
establish a research and development centre) and 
the Jerzy Haber Institute of Catalysis and Surface 
Chemistry, Polish Academy of Sciences. 
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"We have been operating in Małopol-
ska for 95 years. We are proud that 
while being one of the largest produc-
ers of chemicals with the highest qual-
ity parameters on the Polish market, 
we can make a signifi cant contribution 
to the development of local, social and 
economic infrastructure. We owe our 
continuous development to the pos-
sibility of acquiring high-class spe-
cialists and fruitful cooperation with 
Krakow's universities. We also value 
effective cooperation with the leading 
companies in our region. Together with 
the Małopolska Region authorities, 
we make sure that the innovative and 
technical solutions which we develop 
and implement are also environmen-
tally friendly. "

Wiesław Hałucha
President of the Management Board

of "Alwernia" S.A.

Examples of applications: 
new forms and ingredients of medicines,
innovative cosmetics supporting treatment,
fertilizers and plant protection products, bioproducts, 
technologies to reduce emissions, production and use 
of biofuels, natural resources and waste.

Selected Małopolskie companies
in the fi eld of chemistry:
Alwernia S.A., Synthos S.A., Grupa Azoty S.A., Dragon 
Poland Sp. z o.o. Sp.k., BP Europa SE Branch in Poland, 
Krakchemia S.A., Linde Gaz Polska Sp. zo.o., Novatek 
Polska Sp. z o.o., Orlen Oil Sp. z o.o., Orlen Południe 
S.A., Slovnaft Polska S.A., Solvent Wistol S.A., Rafi neria 
Trzebinia, Cortex Chemicals.

The merger of chemical 
plants in Tarnów and Pu-
ławy resulted in creating 
one of the largest che-
mical groups in Europe 
- Grupa Azoty - based in 
Małopolska.
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5
PRODUCTION OF METALS, 

METAL PRODUCTS AND 
NON-METALLIC MINERAL 

PRODUCTS 

Metal industry is one of the most dynamically 
changing economy sectors in Poland. Produc-
tion is increasing, the number of businesses 
is growing, automation solutions are advanc-
ing. However, there are also threats. The geo-
political situation is a challenge as it signifi-
cantly affects metal prices.

The specialisation (metal production) mainly compris-
es of research and development of technologies for 
manufacturing and forming of metallic and ceramic 
materials as well as waste management. Metal pro-
duction dedicates particularly to the development of 
metal products for the electrical and energy indus-
tries. It also includes research in the field of material 
engineering. As for products from other mineral 
non-metallic materials those are mainly: glass, porce-
lain, ceramics, cement, lime, plaster.

Małopolska shows a very large research and develop-
ment activity in the specialisation. This, in turn, trans-
lates into a high rate of innovation in enterprises (75% 
of Małopolska companies introduced innovations in 
recent years). The above-average employment, rela-
tively high salaries and the dynamics in creating new 
companies indicate a good condition of the sector, 
and potential to create high added value.

Collaboration with specialised centres and 
enterprises from neighbouring region of Silesia 
is a great opportunity for the Małopolska metal 
industry. It will allow the entrepreneurs from 
both regions to compete more effectively on the 
international arena. 

There are several business environment institu-
tions in Małopolska  which offer their services to 
entities from the sector of metal production. These 

include: Polish Foundrymen’s Technical Asso-
ciation, Technological Foundry Cluster Modern 
Cast Sp. z o.o., as well as INNOAGH and INTECH 
PK – institutions enabling the transfer of knowledge 
from the Kraków technological universities to the 
industry. There are also research and development 
organisations supporting metal industry in the region, 
i.e. Foundry Research Institute and The Institute of 
Advanced Manufacturing Technology.
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"Poland is the third largest producer 
of secondary aluminum casting al-
loys in Europe, and Małopolska is the 
heart of this industry in our country. 
It is in Małopolska where the three 
largest Polish companies producing 
aluminium alloys, included in the metal 
production industry, have their head-
quarters. Alumetal, as one of these 
companies, is dedicated to waste 
recycling, in our case we deal with 
aluminum scrap. For many years, the 
company has been investing in new 
technologies of melting and casting 
alloys as well as in innovative prelimi-
nary segregation lines recovering met-
al from waste. This allowed us to ex-
pand the range of recycled waste and 
today we can say that Alumetal uses 
all types of aluminum scrap available 
on the market. Thanks to this, we sig-
nifi cantly contribute to the protection 
of Małopolska natural environment. "

Szymon Adamczyk
President of the Board,

Managing Director Alumetal S.A

Examples of applications: 
modern machine components, devices and means 
of transport, innovative construction solutions for 
industry, civil construction, raw materials processing, 
casting technologies, glass and ceramic products..

Selected Malopolska companies
in the area of metal production:
Alumetal S.A., ArcelorMittal Poland S.A. Branch in 
Krakow, Grupa Kęty S.A., Grupa Polska Stal S.A.,
Kolejowe Zakłady Nawierzchniowe "Bieżanów" Sp. 
z o.o. – Grupa KZN Bieżanów, Stalprodukt S.A., 
Tele-Fonika Kable S.A., ZGH „Bolesław” S.A., 
Krakodlew S.A., Boryszew S.A. Oddział Now-
oczesne Produkty Aluminiowe Skawina, 
INTERkrąż Sp. z o .o.

Małopolska is a nation-
wide leader in terms of 
recycling and preparation 
for re-using of valuable 
waste - paper, glass, met-
als and plastics.
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ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING AND 

MACHINE INDUSTRY

Nowadays, electrical engineering and ma-
chine industry, as branches of the electro-
mechanical industry, are one of the largest 
industrial sectors in the world. Products 
manufactured within this sector (including 
machinery, electrical devices) are the most 
important Małopolska export goods.

The industry encompasses the production of elec-
tronic and optical products, electrical and mechani-
cal equipment as well as the production of vehicles, 
means of transport and their components. Invest-
ments in machines and devices are not only related 
to the implementation of modern technologies. In 
fact these are largely expenses of transferring in-
novations to companies. Thanks to that, this sector 
has a high percentage of innovative enterprises 
(57% of Małopolska companies introduced at least 
one product, process, organizational or marketing 
innovation). 

Małopolska is a significant exporter of electro-
mechanical products. The export of electrical 
machines, equipment and their parts, as well as 
vehicles other than railway or tramway roll-
ing-stock and parts and accessories thereof 
has amounted to several billion euros in recent 
years. Within this specialisation Małopolska 
companies operate predominantly in the 
areas of repair, maintenance and installation 
of machinery and equipment.

The business environment institutions 
include The Tarnow Industrial Cluster J.S.C 
which main task is to create favourable con-

ditions to allow entrepreneurial growth. It provides 
entrepreneurs with full support and legal consult-
ing. The research and development institutions 
include The Institute of Advanced Manufacturing 
Technology and the Research and Development 
Center operating within Zakłady Mechaniczne 
Tarnów S.A.
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"Drawing from the scientifi c potential 
of Małopolska and the availability of 
qualifi ed specialists, it is in Krakow 
where we located a branch of our 
Construction Offi  ce. In nurturing the 
growth we closely cooperate with 
the Cracow University of Technology. 
Together we launch a new course - Rail 
Vehicles Engineering, we also award 
the most talented students with schol-
archips. As a leading Polish rolling 
stock manufacturer, we have complet-
ed a contract for the supply of electric 
multiple units for the Marshal Offi  ce of 
Małopolska Region. I am very pleased 
that the vehicles manufactured from 
scratch in Nowy Sacz serve passen-
gers in our region. "

Józef Michalik
Vice President of the Management Board

of NEWAG S.A.

Examples of applications: 
medical engineering and artifi cial organs, 
devices for medical therapy and diagnostics, 
modern machines for agricultural and forestry 
sectors, means of transport and transport 
systems, physical and chemical sensors as 
well as biosensors and sensor networks, 
intelligent textiles, personal electronics, pro-
cess automation, third generation solar cells, 
optoelectronic devices and systems, optical 
networks.

Selected Małopolska companies 
in the area of electromechanics 
and machine industry:
BWI Poland Technologies Sp. z o.o., Aptiv 
Technical Center, Fabryka Maszyn Glinik S.A., 
MAN Trucks Sp. z o.o., Newag S.A., Valeo 
Autosystemy Sp. z o.o., Zakłady Mechaniczne 
Tarnów S.A.

Impuls 45WE, manufac-
tured by Newag S.A., is 
the fastest rail vehicle 
constructed in Poland. The 
train sped at 226 km/h.
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CREATIVE AND 
LEISURE 

INDUSTRIES

Poland is one of the largest exporters of the 
creative industry products and services (17th 
among all world economies). We are one of the 
ten largest exporters of designer products in 
the world. Małopolska has a big share in it.

Creative industries are one of the most recent 
economy sectors. It was indentified only at the end 
of the last century, when the American sociolo-
gist and economist Richard Florida distinguished 
the creative class. According to him, it was a key 
driving force for economic development of postin-
dustrial civilization. It is composed of scientists, re-
searchers and inventors, artists, architects, writers, 
publishers, journalists, IT specialists and program-
mers. Florida's creative class is characterized by 
three basic values (so called 3Ts): talent, tolerance 
and technology.

We have similarly defined the Małopolska special-
isation. These activities have potential to create 
wealth and jobs through individual talent. The com-
panies working in creative industries are among the 
most active on the market in terms of creating and 
implementing innovations. Małopolska specialisa-
tion includes creative industries, graphic design, 
computer games and software, industrial design, 
architecture, fashion and leisure industry. The last 
one encompasses tourism, entertainment and 
recreation.

There is an excellent environment for development 
of leisure time industries in the region. Małopols-
ka is one of the most attractive tourist regions in 
Poland. The unique cultural heritage (the largest 
number of UNESCO sites in the country) and na-
ture (the largest number of national parks in the 
country), as well as the multitude of cultural offer 
(various museums, galleries, theatres, interna-
tional festivals) makes it the most visited region 

in the country. Krakow was entitled as European 
Capital of Culture and the UNESCO City of Litera-
ture. The largest conference in the gaming industry 
– Digital Dragons – is organised in Krakow, with 
more than 1,500 specialists, creators and business 
representatives participating every year.

Creative and leisure industries can count on the 
support of various business environment institu-
tions, for instance, Małopolska Printing Cluster, 
Cluster of Culture and Leisure Time INRET, 
Krakow Gastronomic Cluster and Małopolska 
Cluster “Turystyczny Beskid”. The oldest Faculty 
of Industrial Forms in Poland educating industrial 
designers is a part of the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Krakow. This specialisation can be characterized 
by high work efficiency and a high percentage 
of art students.107

APPLICATIONS 
SELECTED FOR 

FUNDING

99,4
mln PLN

VALUE OF FUNDING

7
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"The combination of learning through 
play with elements of science and Eng-
lish language education, has a key role 
in educating the young generation. 
Teaching how to create applications as 
well as prototyping, constructing and 
programming robots is very important. 
The participants, based on the knowl-
edge we provide,  will form the elite of 
the IT, robotics, automation and design 
industry in Małopolska. Currently, 
there is a large demand for engineers 
and IT specialists on the market. In 
order to meet this need, we create an 
attractive environment for young peo-
ple from Małopolska to develop their 
interests from an early age."

Marek Grzesik
CEO of KreaTech

Examples of applications: 
fi lm productions, video games, technologies
and solutions for the media, design of clothing
and items, IT systems and applications enabling
access to, for example, tourist information, booking,
availability of tourist offer, active tourism. 

Selected Małopolska companies in the 
area of creative and leisure industries:
Agencja Reklamowa OPUS B Sp.j., Alvernia Studios, Barton 
Film sp. z o.o., Bloober Team S.A., BUKOVINA Resort, 
Gamesture sp. z o.o., Imperia Film, Ingarden i Ewý – Ar-
chitekci sp. z o.o., KreaTech Dagna Grzesik, One More Level 
S.A., Outside Music, Pigeon Group sp. z o.o., Perfectfi  lm.tv,
Symposium Cracoviense.

Małopolska has the larg-
est number of UNESCO 
sites in the country, and 
all 14 of them form the 
Małopolska UNESCO 
Route.
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MEET THE MOST
IMPORTANT ENTITIES
RELATED TO SMART

SPECIALISATIONS

Krakow Technology Park 
(KPT)
Krakow Technology Park is the most complete 
one-stop-shop for business in Poland. It has over 
20 years of practice in the market environment. 
Together with entrepreneurs, scientists and local 
government representatives, it creates an ecosys-
tem for development of the Małopolska economy. 
KPT has a range of instruments and collaborates 
with over 50 specialists who help creating the best 
conditions for company growth and testing innova-
tive solutions. 

What does the KPT offer?
 > It manages the Krakow special economic zone 

– it grants tax exemptions
 > It attracts and supports new investments in 

Małopolska
 > It promotes the economic offer of the Małopolska
 > It prepares local governments for getting in 

contact with an investor
 > It provides space and technical facilities for the de-

velopment of small- and medium-sized companies
 > With the use of the technological incubator and 

accelerator, it stabilises and strengthens the 
market position of the most promising startups

 > It provides a unique know-how and extensive 
experience in project implementation

SOLARIS National Syn-
chrotron Radiation Centre
The fi rst Polish synchrotron was built in Małopolska. 
It is located at the SOLARIS National Synchrotron 
Radiation Centre in Krakow. The Centre has been 
working by the Jagiellonian University since 2015. 
Synchrotrons are particle accelerators which enable 
breakthrough research. They are research factories: 
thanks to them, scientists can perform simultaneous 
measurements 24 hours a day. The excellent parame-
ters of SOLARIS put it in the top of this kind of devices 
in the world.

What are the benefi ts of SOLARIS?
 > It allows to look into the depths of matter itself, 

and carry out precise analyses
 > Thanks to synchrotrons, scientists study not 

only the composition of a given substance, but 
also its structure

 > Synchrotrons open up completely new research 
possibilities. Thanks to them, analyses which 
were previously impossible can be carried out

 > Synchrotrons also allow obtaining better re-
sults than those from studies carried out using 
traditional methods

 > It is used for research purposes in many fi elds 
of science, including biology, physics, chem-
istry, medicine, nanotechnology, materials 
engineering

Business in Małopolska
Centre (CeBiM)
Partner institutions, i.e. Małopolska Region, Małopolska 
Regional Development Agency, Krakow Technology Park and 
Małopolskie Parki Przemysłowe Sp. z o.o. carry out tasks 
aimed at attracting new foreign investments and supporting 
expansion of companies from Małopolska to foreign markets.

What tasks does CeBiM perform?
 > It keeps a database of investment offers

from the Małopolska
 > It prepares investment offers
 > It promotes contacts between Małopolska

based companies and foreign companies
 > It promotes Małopolska economic

potential internationally
 > It collaborates with local governments,

business support institutions and the
science sector

Centres for
technology transfer 
A CTT is an entity established to sell or
transfer the results of research carried out
within a certain R&D institution to the economy.
The aim of CTT's activity is the commercialisation of 
knowledge. Małopolska has the largest number of CTTs in 
Poland. In addition to 5 CTTs established at universities, 
also one investment fund has a status of CTT. Apart from 
that, under the Małopolska Regional Operational Pro-
gramme for 2007-2013, the region supported projects to 
establish 2 non-university centers: Małopolska Centre for 
Technology Transfer and the Centre for Technology Trans-
fer in the fi eld of passive and energy-effi cient construction.
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Business Centre in Małopolska
ul. Podole 60, 30-394 Kraków
phone: +48 12 620 91 40 
fax +48 12 620 91 66
contact@businessinmalopolska.com 
www.businessinmalopolska.com

Małopolskie Centrum
Przedsiębiorczości
ul. Jasnogórska 11, 31-358 Kraków
phone: 12 376 91 00
fax: 12 376 91 20
sekretariat@mcp.malopolska.pl

European Funds
Information Points
Opening hours:
Mon  8:00-18:00
Tue-Fri 8:00-16:00

Information Point in Krakow
For the residents of the following counties: 
Krakow, Bochnia, Wieliczka, Myślenice, 
Miechów and Proszowice.
ul. Wielicka 72B, 30-552 Kraków
Infolinia: (12) 616 06 16
phone: (12) 616 06 26 
phone: (12) 616 06 36
phone: (12) 616 06 46
phone: (12) 616 06 56
phone: (12) 616 06 66
phone: (12) 616 06 76
phone: (12) 616 06 86

Information Point in Chrzanów
For the residents of the following counties: 
Chrzanów, Olkusz, Oświęcim and Wadowice.
ul. Grunwaldzka 5, 32-500 Chrzanów 
phone: (12) 616 03 91 
phone: (12) 616 03 92 
phone: (12) 616 03 93

Information Point in Tarnów
For the residents of the following counties: 
Tarnów, Brzesko and Dąbrowa.
ul. Wałowa 37, 33-100 Tarnów
phone: (12) 616 03 61 
phone: (12) 616 03 62 
phone: (12) 616 03 63 

Information Point in Nowy Targ
For the residents of the following counties: 
Nowy Targ, Tatra and Sucha.
al. 1000-lecia 35, 34-400 Nowy Targ
phone: (12) 616 03 81 
phone: (12) 616 03 82
phone: (12) 616 03 83

Information Point in Nowy Sącz
For the residents of the following counties: 
Nowy Sącz, Gorlice and Limanowa.
ul. Wazów 3, 33-300 Nowy Sącz 
phone: (12) 616 03 71
phone: (12) 616 03 72
phone: (12) 616 03 73

Business Environment Institutions 
in Małopolska

 > Małopolska Regional Develop-
ment Agency: www.marr.pl 

 > Western Małopolska Develop-
ment Agency: www.armz.pl 

 > Sądecka Regional Development 
Agency: www.sarr.com.pl 

 > Tarnów Regional Development 
Agency: www.tarr.tarnow.pl 

 > Krakow Technology Park:
www.sse.krakow.pl 

 > Life Science Park in Krakow: 
www.lifescience.pl 

 > Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce in Krakow:
www.iph.krakow.pl 

 > Chamber of Industry and Com-
merce in Tarnów:
www.chamber-tarnow.com.pl 

 > Chamber of Commerce in 
Chrzanów:
www.chrzanowskaizba.pl 

 > Jurajska Chamber of Com-
merce: www.jig.krakow.pl 

 > Chamber of Commerce in 
Nowy Sącz: www.sig.org.pl

Would you like to learn more
about smart specialisations?

Are you wondering how to apply
for fi nancial resources?

Contact us!

Dolina Pięciu Stawów (Valley of Five Polish Lakes), photo: D. Zaród

Guidelines for
entrepreneurs
Please mind, that only the projects in line with 
Małpolska smart specialisations can be co-funded 
under the "Knowledge Economy" (1st axis of the 
Regional Operational Programme for the Małopol-
ska Region 2014-2020) which aims to increase 
expenditure on R&D. Over PLN 1 billion has been 
allocated for its implementation. Being in line 
with smart specialisation is verifi ed on the basis 
of a catalogue of several hundred technological 
applications characterised in the "Detailed descrip-
tion of areas indicated in the Regional Innovation 
Strategy of the Małopolska Region 2014-2020". As 
for the "Entrepreneurial Małopolska" (3rd axis of 
the Regional Operational Programme), from which 
the regional companies can fi nance building and 
strengthening their own market position, there is no 
prerequisite of smart specialisation for applications, 
but projects within the fi eld of smart specialisation 
get some advantage during evaluation process.
A little over PLN 1 billion was allocated for the
implementation of the third axis as well.
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